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“The informal sector is like an elephant: we may not be able to define it precisely, but we know it when 

we see it.” – de Soto (cited in Mead and Morrisson, 1996:1611) 

1. Introduction  

  Part of Theme 2.2, the development of GIS and geo-spatial datasets on informality, 

infrastructure, other development, and environment critical themes, this section discusses the 

characteristics, hazard experience, perception of safety, and adaptation strategies of a sample of the 

informal sector in Quezon City. This section shed light on the informal sector which is often invisible 

and vulnerable to climate and other hazards yet vital participants of local and national economy. 

Existing bodies of literature have expounded on the purpose, history, cultural, social demographics, 

and economics of the informal sector. Here, we give emphasis on spatial analysis of informal economy 

to characterize the visible forms, patterns, and distributions, and invisible relations of informal 

livelihood units and relate these with their experiences and perception of hazards as well as 

adaptation strategies. We hypothesize that one of the major factors for their emergence and 

development is their spatial location, particularly their proximity to urban magnets and local 

clustering.  Moreover, their location also determines their exposure and vulnerability to natural and 

man-made hazards and can also hold the key to the appropriate adaptation measures. 

             Offering a wide spectrum of services and products, informal livelihoods line some of the 

busiest streets of urban centers of Metro Manila. Usually seen tucked in interstices of urban façade 

like tight spaces along sidewalks, under and above footbridges, beside fast food chains, attached to 

institutional gates, and sometimes peddling their products with modified bikes and carts, they 

present various products in various forms, calling all types of customers. This spectrum is difficult to 

define due to their occasional overlaps, great diversity, multi-dimensionality, mobility, and volatility. 

They are often called “sidewalk vendors” due to their chosen business location. Some call them “illegal 

vendors” based on the lack of proper documentation. However, these terms only capture a slice of the 

informal economy spectrum. Some authors collectively put them under the umbrella of “underground 

economy” due to their unregulated nature (Fiege, 1990; Mica, Winczorek, & Wisniewski, 2015)). The 

economy is also known as “poor man’s economy” because most of its participants live in poverty 

(Kawarazuka, Bene, and Prain, 2017) and have no other choice but to engage in this activity to survive 

(Indon, 2002). For its participants, doing informal business is better than being unemployed (Hovsha 

and Meyer, 2015). Informal livelihood is a more viable income-generating option for those that the 

more expensive and exclusive formal economy excludes (Indon, 2002). Aside from providing income 

to the excluded, informal markets bridges the formal market with the lower-income consumers 

through the distribution of goods from formal markets to broader customers and through the 

decreased labor costs (Lanzona 1998; cited in Indon, 2002).   



Based on the 2008 Informal Sector Survey of Philippine Statistics Authority, there are more 

than 10 million informal sector operators in the country with more than 9 million self -employed 

without paid employees and 1 million employer or family-operated farm. This survey divided the 

informal sector operators into managing proprietors, professionals, technicians, service workers 

which include market sales, farmers, fishermen, and forestry workers, trades and related workers, 

plant and machine operators and assemblers, laborers and unskilled workers, and other occupation 

(PSA, 2008). The largest group among the informal sector operators were the farmers and foresters 

followed by managing proprietors (PSA, 2008). At the time of the survey, 784,000 informal sector 

operators were in Metro Manila (PSA, 2008). This grew from the 539,000 informal members of the 

informal sector in Metro Manila in 1995 (Indon, 2002).  More recently, the number of working age 

Filipinos in the informal sector tripled to 33 million nationwide, according to PSA (Cecilia, 2018). 

Now, 4 out of 5 Filipino are employed in the informal sector (Cecilia, 2018). Their numbers continue 

to grow and their nature continues to evolve. Informal livelihoods hold an untapped potential for 

poverty reduction, lack of employment opportunities, and unequal distribution of income (Cecilia, 

2018). However, this potential becomes even harder to realize as plenty of the informal livelihood 

operators are threatened by legal constraints (Hovsha and Meyer, 2015). In 2019, the Department of 

the Interior and Local Government released the Presidential Directive to clear roads of illegal 

structures and constructions (DILG Memorandum Circular No. 2019-121). This posed a threat to the 

informal market owners illegally located along sidewalks and roads. Moreover, considering their 

location and physical characteristics, they are becoming more exposed and prone to other man-made 

and natural hazards. 

Hence, this section unveils the socio-physical and spatial factors influencing the emergence 

of informal livelihoods through statistical and spatial analysis of social survey data. First, this paper 

measures the socio-economic demographics of a sample of informal livelihoods along a major 

highway in Metro Manila. At the same time, this paper explores the spatial determinants that 

influence their distribution patterns. Then, this paper relates their locational and socio-economic 

characteristics with their experience and perception of hazard. Lastly, this paper analyzes the 

adaptation strategies to counter the sector’s vulnerability and to tap their potential to boost 

economic growth and provide opportunities for poverty reduction. 

1.1  Objectives 

1. Analyze the emergence, manifestation, behavior, and inclusiveness and other characteristics (i.e. 

market infrastructures and the need to absorb spillover effects) of urban poor livelihood 

- Develop spatial database to map out urban poor livelihoods 

- Analyze the characteristics of informal livelihoods 

- Overlay urban poor livelihoods with informal settlements data  

- Descriptive analysis of products and material sources and their susceptibility to hazards 

- Relate spatial analysis of urban poor livelihoods with squatter migration studies 

 

 2. Formulate responses to infrastructure and service requirements of urban poor livelihoods 

- Identify ways for informal sector stabilization for sustainable growth 



- Harness and enhance potentials of urban poor 

 1.2  Research questions 
1. What are the informal livelihoods? 

1. What are the characteristics of informal livelihoods? 

2. How do informal livelihoods operate? 

3. What are the sources of raw materials and processed goods? 

4. Where are the informal livelihoods? 

5. What factors influence the location of informal livelihoods? 

2. How are the informal livelihoods exposed to hazards? 

1. What socio-environmental drivers and forces are the informal livelihoods sensitive 

to? 

i.      What factors influence informal livelihoods’ exposure to hazards? 

ii.      Who is more exposed to hazards? 

 iii.      How do the respondents perceive the hazards in their environment? 

       2. What factors affect the materials and processed goods? 

2. How to assure the sustainability of informal livelihoods? 

1. What are the potentials and capacities of urban poor? 

2. How should we stabilize, formalize and sustain urban poor livelihoods? 

3. How do cooperatives such as artisans, craftsmen and tertiary services pool 

resources and tap loans for micro-finance or capitalization? 

1.3  Rationale 

Due to their scale and mobility, it is often difficult to map the location of urban poor 

livelihoods so they rarely get included in the city planning and urban management. A variety of man-

made and natural hazards these livelihoods threatens the sustainability of these livelihoods. 

However, urban poor livelihoods are undeniably an integral component to the normal functioning of 

urban society. Hence, we need to study the urban poor livelihoods by identifying their location, to 

improve their situation and permit sustainable, resilient, and inclusive growth. This study would 

contribute to completing the picture of poverty in an urban setting.  

1.4 Scope and limitations 

● Along the main roads: Commonwealth and Batasan Road 

● Survey duration: September – November 2019 

● Scale of business: Umbrella and cottage 

● Two types of business: selling goods and offering services 

  

1.5            GIS Analytical Framework 



  The GIS analytical Framework shown below illustrates the hypothesis of the 

interrelationships of the markets across various economic scales and the magnets. In this illustration, 

the informal (mostly microenterprise up to cottage industries) and the formal markets (medium to 

large-scale markets) have locational, physical, economic, operational, and environmental attributes 

that have proximal relations with magnets such as informal settlements and certain land use types.  

 

Figure 1. GIS Analytical Framework 

2. Methods 

2.1 Study Site 
For this section, the study site is delimited to Commonwealth Avenue and IBP Road in Quezon 

City. From Robinsons Supermarket in the north up to Evergotesco Mall in the south, the study site 

crosses Barangay Batasan Hills, Barangay Holy Spirit, and Barangay Commonwealth. Based on the 

2015 Census on Population and Housing (PSA), Commonwealth (with 198,285 residents), Batasan 

Hills (161,409), and Payatas (130,333) and Holy Spirit (110,447) are the most populous barangays 

in Quezon City. While these barangays do not have the highest population density in Quezon City or 

in Metro Manila, they are home to hundreds of thousands of people under poverty. Figure 2 shows 

the location of informal settlements around Commonwealth Avenue.  

  Commonwealth Avenue, previously called Don Mariano Marcos Avenue, is a major road 

connecting northern Metro Manila to other major roads like EDSA. It is part of the Radial Road 7 (R -



7) and has as much as 18 lanes, making it the widest road in the Philippines. Currently, not all the 18 

lanes are passable as MRT Line 7 is under construction. Several institutions including Sandigan 

Bayan, Iglesia ni Cristo, New Era University, University of the Philippines Diliman, St. Peter Parish, 

and shopping centers line Commonwealth Avenue. 

 

Figure 2. Study site 

2.2 Reconnaissance activity (February 6, 2019) 
 A reconnaissance activity was conducted on February 6, 2019 to have a general idea of the 

types of informal livelihoods and to delimit the study site. During the activity, geotagged photos 

showing the type of informal livelihoods along Commonwealth Avenue and IBP road were taken. 

Based on the observations from this activity, the study site was delimited to Commonwealth Avenue.  



 

Figure 3. Map of geotagged photos taken during reconnaissance activity  of informal livelihoods 

along Commonwealth Avenue 



 

Figure 4. Geotagged photos taken during reconnaissance activity for informal livelihoods along 

Commonwealth Avenue 



2.3 Survey Design  
 A survey questionnaire was crafted with six parts covering demographics, skills (for service-

providing businesses), goods (for product-based businesses), hazard experiences, perception of 

safety, and adaptation strategies (see Appendix 1).  

2.4 Pre-testing activity 
 The survey questionnaire was pre-tested on six respondents (Figure 7) on September 10, 

2019 after conducting courtesy call on the two barangays covered by the survey (Figures 5 and 6).  

 

Figure 5. Survey team during courtesy call in Barangay Commonwealth 



 

Figure 6. Survey team during courtesy call in Barangay Batasan Hills 

 

Figure 7. Pre-testing interviews along Commonwealth Avenue 

2.5 Actual survey 
For the actual survey, a purposive sampling method along a delimited area of both sides of 

Commonwealth and Batasan for Urban poor livelihood survey was applied. This allows us to focus 

on a particular characteristic of informal livelihoods. We focus on umbrella and cottage business 

scales as most operators of these businesses are part of the urban poor population. We interviewed 

500 respondents in Barangay Commonwealth and Batasan. Since Brgy. Commonwealth has a larger 

population in terms of business than Barangay Batasan, we interviewed 70% of the respondents in 

Brgy. Commonwealth and 30% in Brgy. Batasan. Our original target number for goods is 50 %  

(250)and 50% (250) for services but in the area there are more goods than services so we sampled 

all the available services in the area instead.  



2.6 GIS mapping and analysis 
 ArcGIS and QGIS were used to map the informal livelihoods. Spatial Analyst Tools like 

Euclidean Distance and point density were used to generate spatial information on the distribution 

of the informal livelihoods. Statistical Package for Social Sciences 23 was used to perform statistical 

analysis on the survey data. Overlay technique was performed to visualize and analyze intersections 

among layers and factors.  

3. Vulnerability of Informal Livelihoods to Hazards: Determinants of 

locational distribution and assessment of their exposure, adaptation and 

sustainability 
 

The informal sector has been defined by various organizations in different ways (Table 1). 

Various organizations focused on different facets of informal livelihoods.  NSCB provided a set of 

criteria that covers the some operational aspects of economic activities to be considered as a part of 

the informal sector. NSCB also provided the type of businesses that are excluded from the sector 

based on the scale of operations. Maligalig and Guerrero (2008) mentioned some of the operational 

characteristics and employee size. ICLS (1993) gave a broader definition that focused on the 

employment characteristics.  

Common to all these definitions of the informal sector is it being “unincorporated”. Informal 

sector does not belong to the records or statistics. They do not have their own accounts and are 

difficult to identify. Due to their non identifiability, authorities find it hard to regulate and protect 

them. In effect, as Mica, Winczorek, & Wisniewski (2015) defined them as “those activities that are 

beyond the supervision, regulation, taxation, enforcement and interference of the government at 

large”. It is those types of the activities that the informal livelihoods in the informal sector refer to.  

Table 1. Definitions of Informal sector 



 



 The informal sector also covers informal employment as defined by Hussmanns (2004), 

Maligalig and Guerrero (2008), and 17th ICLS.  

Table 2. Definitions of Informal Employment 

 

 Based on the explanation of Mica, Winczorek, & Wisniewski (2015), the informal can be 

better understood when related to its opposite, the formal. Formal market consists of those 

businesses that operate legally, with documentation, and are often regulated and protected. They 

hire employees formally. This means that the employees are documented, protected, and subjected 

to taxes.  On the other hand, the informal market usually hires workers informally. This means that 

those workers lack documentation, protection, and taxation. There are also cases when the formal 

intersects with the informal. At the intersection of the two spheres, there are four types: the formal 

employment in the informal business, the informal employment in the formal business, the 

interaction between formal and informal, and the transformation from one to the other (Mica, 

Winczorek, & Wisniewski, 2015).  

The spheres of formal and informal also intersects with the sphere of poverty. Most members 

of the informal sector consider themselves poor (Indon, 2002). On the other hand, there are also 

members of the informal sector that do not belong to the urban poor.   

 



 

Figure 8. Relationship of Formal and Informal Economy 

Half of the respondents said that their livelihood is their primary job. One fourth of the 

respondents said that it is their primary job and they earn from this livelihood. The other one fourth 

of the respondents said that this livelihood is also their primary job but they do not earn a salary. 

27.2% said that it is not their primary job but they had a job before.  

 Table 16. Primary job of respondents 

 

3.1 Socio-physical Characteristics and location 
 

 Informal livelihoods have multiple dimensions and their characteristics are anchored on 

these dimensions. In this report, we explored their legal, social, economic, and physical dimensions. 

In this study, we consider only those single-unit livelihoods. The survey asks for the social 

demographics and the legality of the business and looked at the ownership of the business. The 

economic operation as well as the product type were also collected in the survey. Lastly, the physical 

environment and structural characteristics were recorded and analyzed.  



 

 

Figure 9. Dimensions of informal livelihoods 



3.1.1 Social Dimension 

3.1.1.1 Gender and Age 

Informal livelihoods in Commonwealth Avenue are mostly run by women. Two-thirds of the 

respondents are female (Table 3). Note that this result shows only a slice of the informal sector as 

most of the respondents here are vendors or service providers. This ratio is different from the 

national data. National data show that 66% of the informal sector operators are male while the 

remaining 34% are female (PSA, 2008). The national data includes other industries like farming, 

fishing, and forestry that do not exist in urbanized Commonwealth Avenue. 

More female street vendors were also surveyed in urban areas of Hanoi (Kawarazuka, Bene, 

and Prain, 2017). In Vietnam, women tend to be more involved in informal livelihood than men due 

to Confucius’ influence and social notions. In addition, unlike men who tend to be more “capital-

based’ women vendors rely on social interactions in conducting their business (Kawarazuka, Bene, 

and Prain, 2017). In the same way, Filipinos perceive social capital as a pertinent key to the success 

of their business (Destombes, 2010). Vendors usually believe that trust established between a 

frequent customer ‘suki’ is a vital key to their income.  

Table 3. Gender of the respondents 

 

The respondents are mostly (55%) 31 to 50 years old (Table 4). The youngest respondent is 

16 years old and the oldest respondent is 78 years old. Overall, the average age of the respondents is 

43 years old. Mean age of female respondents is 44 and the mean age of male respondents is 40 years 

old. 

Table 4. Age of the respondents 

 



3.1.1.2 Educational attainment 

Data shows that 98.8% of the respondents attended school. The highest education attained 

by 8.2% is elementary school. A total of 66 respondents said that finishing elementary school is their 

highest educational attainment. High school is the highest educational level reached by 80 (16%) 

respondents and finished by 157 (31.4%) respondents. 77 respondents (15.4%) entered college and 

49 respondents (9.8%) finished college. 24 respondents (4.8%) took vocational education. Inability 

to finish college left 85.4% of responders with a low chance of entering the formal sector. This leaves 

them no other choice but to engage in informal livelihood. Limited educational attainment inhibits 

their growth as well as their adaptation to hazards.  

Table 5. Level of education 

 

          More female respondents have studied and finished the various schooling levels except for the 

Vocational courses that are dominated by males (Table 6). The number of female high school 

graduate respondents is twice the number of male high school graduate respondents. There are three 

female respondents for every male respondent who entered college. There are four male respondents 

per every female respondent that takes a vocational course.  

Table 6. Education Level of Male and Female Respondents 

 



 As a percentage of total male and female respondents (Figure 10), we can see that most 

respondents have finished high school. In addition, males tend to reach high school but have 

difficulties pursuing college education. Instead, they pursue vocational courses. On the other hand, 

females graduate from high school, enter college but only a fraction finish their college education.  

 

Figure 10. Educational attainment of males and female respondents 

3.1.1.3 Civil status and Dependency 

Most of the respondents are married (76.8%) and others are single (11.8%), widowed (6.6%) 

and separated (4%) (Table 7). Table 8 shows that the majority of the respondents are mothers 

(55.8%) and fathers (29.8%). This signifies the need for married individuals especially parents to  

earn secure income to support their dependents. 

Table 7. Civil Status 

  
Table 8. Position in the Family 



 
Majority of the respondents (78.4%) are part of a nuclear household where the parents are 

with or without unmarried children. Eighteen percent of the respondents live in a blood relative or 

extended household arrangement where aside from nuclear households, a brother or sister of the 

spouses, an uncle, an aunt, grandfather or other kinsmen are living together under one residential 

unit. 

Table 9. Household arrangement type 

 

             Most of the respondents (87.8%) have children (Table 10). Of the 439 respondents who said 

that they have children, 13.8% have 1 child, 15.6% have 2 children, 22.8% have three children, 14% 

have 4, and 8.8% have 5 children (Table 11).   

Table 10. Presence of children 

  

Table 11. Number of children 



 

3.1.1.4 Residence and Migration 

             Almost all (96.8%) of the respondents live in Metro Manila. Some of the respondents live in 

nearby provinces of Bulacan, Cavite, and Rizal. Quezon City is home to 480 respondents. Other 

respondents live in Rodriguez, Rizal (2%), San Jose del Monte, Bulacan (0.6%), Marikina City (0.4%), 

Caloocan City (0.4%), Antipolo, Rizal (0.2%), Cavite City (0.2%), and San Mateo, Rizal (0.2%). 

Table 12. Address of respondents  

 

             Even though almost all of the respondents live in Quezon City, only 20% of the respondents 

were born and raised in this city. The remaining 80% of the respondents migrated from cities in 

Metro Manila and other regions of the country. A lot of respondents (13.2%) originated from ARMM, 

mostly from Marawi in Lanao del Sur. According to Philippine Statistics Office, ARMM has the highest 

poverty incidence in the country. The poverty incidence in ARMM climbed to 60.3 in 2018 from 58.9 



in 2015. Next to ARMM, a lot of respondents also originated from Bicol Region which also has a 

moderately high poverty incidence. Their migration could be linked to lack of livelihood 

opportunities in the area as the two leading reasons for transferring to Quezon City are to conduct 

business (275 respondents) and to seek employment (175 respondents).  

Table 13. Place of origin 

 



Figure 11. Respondents’ places of origin 

 

 

Figure 12. Reason for staying in Quezon City 

             A lot of respondents (16%) have only stayed in QC for less than 5 years (Figure 13). Quezon 

City has been a home to 15% of respondents for 6 to 10 years. Other respondents (12%) have stayed 



in QC for 11 to 15 years.  The remaining respondents have stayed in QC for more than 15 years. The 

Battle of Marawi in 2017 may have displaced some of the respondents and caused them to migrate 

to Quezon City. The influx of newcomers to the city indicates a growing population of new informal 

livelihood operators. 

 
Figure 13. Years of stay in QC 

3.1.2 Legality dimension 

             Legal business operation entails having proper documentation and securing business 

permits from the pertinent government agency. From the survey, 195 respondents said that they are 

registered self-employed individuals. There 45 respondents who said that they are unregistered self-

employed operators. Other respondents are employed in a private company and a few works for the 

government. One respondent also said that they are unpaid unregistered workers.  

Table 14. Employment type and legality 

 

             Having a trade name is one indicator of legal business operation. Trade name is one 

requirement in business permit application. Of the informal livelihood respondents, 76% do not have 

trade names. Some of them mentioned trade names that simply describe their business like Watch 

Repair, Naghahasa and Shoe Repair, Banana Vendor, or Vegetable Vendor. Not having a unique trade 

name makes it difficult for the government to regulate and impose policies and taxes on the 

businesses. As most of them are not subjected to government regulation and taxation, trade names 



are insignificant in their manner of operation so they rely mostly on word-of-mouth, passersby, foot 

traffic and nearby establishments and not on commercials and advertisements. When the given trade 

names were compared with the list of registered businesses from Quezon City’s Business Permits 

Licensing Office in 2018, only 6 appeared in the list. This means that the remaining 99% of the 

respondents run unregistered businesses.  

3.1.3 Economic Dimension: Scale, Typologies and Operations 

3.1.3.1 Business Scale 

The smallest scale of business is termed micro-enterprise and usually operated using 

umbrellas and pushcarts. They are often called street vendors and composed of less than 10 workers. 

The cost of financial capital is less than PhP 50,000 to start a business of this scale. In our survey, 

80% of the respondents have starting capital of less than 50,000.00 PhP (Table 15).  The mode 

starting capital is 5,000.00 PhP. Most of them said that their starting capital is from their savings. 

Others said that they borrowed the money from family, friends, and ‘bombay’ or ⅚ (Table 16). Others 

said that they used the money given to them by other people to start their business. Some said that 

they used their savings.  

Table 15. Starting capital  

 

Table 16. Source of capital 



 

 

Figure 14. Examples of small micro-enterprise businesses along Commonwealth Avenue 

A cottage industry is a “small-scale, decentralized manufacturing business often operated out 

of a home rather than a purpose-built facility.” It is composed of less than 10 workers and has less 

than PhP 50,000 to PhP 500,000 financial capital. The remaining 10% of the respondents are cottage 

industries that have a starting capital of more than 50,000.00 PhP but less than 500,000.00 PhP.   



 

Figure 15. Examples of cottage industries along Commonwealth Avenue 

Interview responses show that 62% of the informal livelihoods along Commonwealth Avenue 

are small micro-enterprise using umbrellas and pushcarts. The remaining 37% are cottage 

industries. Umbrella-scale businesses are scattered along Commonwealth Avenue while cottage 

industries cluster together at certain sections. The mobile nature of umbrella-scale businesses made 

them more flexible in choosing their business locations. On the other hand, cottage industries are 

more fixed.  



 

 

Figure 16. Business scales of the respondents 

3.1.3.2 Typologies 

3.1.3.2.1 Product types 

 Informal livelihoods can be grouped according to their products. We divided those products 

into two classes: skills and goods (Figure 17).  

3.1.3.2.1.1 Skills 

 The respondents were asked to rank the skills listed on the questionnaire based with 1 as 

their primary skill up to 15 which is their lowest skill. The list of skills includes carpentry, child care, 

cooking, domestic helping, dressmaking, driving, gardening, guarding, laundry, metal/iron making, 

plumbing, typing, waiting, and welding. The skills included were the ones most observed along 

Commonwealth Avenue. These skills represent the major occupation groups based on the 2012 

Philippine Standard Occupational Classification (PSOC). The major occupation groups include service 

and sales workers, skilled agricultural, forestry and fishery workers, craft and related trades 

workers, and elementary occupations.  

The results show (Figure 17) that most respondents have skills in cooking, child care, 

laundry, driving, domestic helping, dressmaking, and carpentry. A handful of respondents have skills 



in typing, waiting, welding, metal/iron making, guarding, gardening, and plumbing. Cooking and 

selling were identified by 23.8% and 16% of the respondents, respectively as their primary skill. After 

cooking and selling, respondents ranked child care, cooking and laundry as their secondary skills. 

Other skills in cellphone repair, beauty and wellness, farming, arts and crafts, construction, notary, 

healthcare, and entertainment were specified by a few respondents.  

 

Figure 17. Ranked personal skills (1=primary up to 15=lowest skill)  

Even though 23.8% respondents identified cooking as their primary skill, only half of this 

earn their living from cooking (Figure 18). 18% of the respondents earn their living rendering 

services requiring other skills such as selling, attaching tempered glass on cellphone, and repairing 

services.  



 

Figure 18. Ranked livelihood skill (1=primary up to 15 lowest skill) 

3.1.3.2.1.2 Goods 

Goods are classified as food and non-food. Based on the results, there are 371 food vendors, 

167 non-food vendors, and 84 vendors selling both food and non-food. Food products are further 

classified as cooked (138 respondents), uncooked (318 respondents). Uncooked food is classified as 

meat, seafoods, fruits, vegetables, grains, and others. Cooked food is classified as cooked meat, cooked 

seafoods, processed fruits, cooked vegetables, cooked grains, bread, and others. Non-food includes 

clothing, footwear, accessories, mixed goods, furniture, recycled materials, construction materials, 

gadgets, and others.  

 

Figure 19. Product classification (with number of respondents) 



 Our results show that there are 4 uncooked meat vendors, 8 uncooked seafood vendors, 48 

fruit vendors, 45 vegetable vendors, 6 grain vendors, and 281 selling other uncooked food products 

(Figure 18).   

 

Figure 20. Kinds of uncooked food being sold by the respondents 

 Most vendors of cooked food along Commonwealth Avenue sell cooked meat (60 

respondents), cooked seafood (51 respondents), cooked vegetables (45 respondents), cooked grains 

(37 respondents), bread (24 respondents), processed fruit (17 respondents), and others (87 

respondents).  

 

Figure 21. Cooked food types sold by respondents 

 Vendors sell non-food products including accessories (98 respondents), mixed goods (84 

respondents), clothing (45 respondents), footwear (31 respondents), construction materials (10 

respondents), furniture and appliances (6 respondents), recycled materials (5 respondents), and 

other non-food products (114 respondents) (Figure 22). 



 

Figure 22. Non-food products being sold by the respondents 

3.1.3.2.1 Installation 

Two types of installation type were observed along Commonwealth Avenue: mobile and 

fixed. Mobile vendors include peddlers who either use carts or baskets and those who ride vehicles 

like bikes or cars. Fixed vendors include those who display their goods on mats, those who use tables 

and umbrellas, and those who have sari-sari stores.  

 

 

Figure 23. Typologies based on installation type 

 



 

Figure 24. Mobile peddler using food cart 

 

Figure 25. Mobile food vendor 



 

Figure 26. Mobile vendor selling goods in a vehicle 

 

Figure 27. Fixed installation with an umbrella 



 

Figure 28. Fixed installation with goods displayed on mats 

 

Figure 29. Sari-sari store 

 



Most of these livelihoods (325 out of 500) have fixed installations while others (172 out of 

500) are mobile. Fixed informal business installations have higher density near Commonwealth and 

Litex Market. Contrarily, mobile vendors occupy the borders of the markets.  

 

Figure 30. Location of fixed and mobile businesses along 

Commonwealth Avenue 

  

3.1.3.2.3 State of goods 

Seventy-eight percent of the goods of the surveyed respondents are original, 17% are 

processed and 5% are improved. Most of these goods and raw materials are acquired from 

Commonwealth and Litex Markets, Quiapo and Divisoria.  



 

Figure 31. State of Goods 

3.1.3.2.3 Manner of sale 

Almost all of these businesses (96.4%) engage in retail selling, 3.2% doing wholesale, with 

only a few doing consignment and mixed selling. Manner of sale and business scale has a Pearson 

correlation of 0.357. This indicates that wholesale mostly happens in cottage industries.  



 

Figure 32. Manner of sale of the respondents’ livelihood.  

3.1.3.3 Operations 

3.1.3.3.1 Operating Hours and Days 

 Informal livelihood survey respondents start operation in the morning, as early as 3 am 

(Table 17). More businesses start their operation as the rin rises. Most informal businesses open at 

6:00 am at the same time when the working population is on the road to their places of work. Other 

businesses choose to operate in the afternoon, at around 3 pm to target the working population going 

home. Other informal livelihoods choose to open at 12 noon to serve those having lunch breaks.  

 Some informal livelihoods start closing their businesses at 5:00 pm. But most of them close 

at 9 pm. There are a variety of reasons for choosing to close operation at this time. Some wait until 

all their goods are sold. Others choose to close at the same time when malls and other establishments 

close because they know that there will be less customers past that time. Others choose to close at 

that time to rest. A considerable number choose to operate as late as 1 am.  

Results show that 8.11 % of the respondents operate for 24 hours but 11.6% of the 

respondents work for 12 hours and 10.1 % operate for 15 hours. These far exceeds the recommended 

8 hours of work per day in the Philippines. Only 13.0 % of the respondents work for 8 or less hours. 

The remaining 87.0 % of the respondents work for more than 8 hours.  



Table 17. Operating hours 

 

 Selling is a daily activity for 86.6% of the respondents. The rest of the respondents operate 

for less than 7 days per week.. 

Table 18. Number of days in operation per week 

 



3.1.3.3.2 Operating capital 

 More than half of the interviewees operate with less than 10,000.00 PhP. Most of the 

respondents have an operating capital of from 1,000 to 5,000 PhP. (Table 18) Based on the interview 

results, most informal livelihood operators can recover their capital in two days. Some businesses 

take more days, even months.  

Table 19. Operating Capital 

 

 

3.1.3.3.3 Acquisition of Goods 

 Most respondents (384 out of 500) sell goods in their original form. Original products refer 

to the goods sold as they were acquired from the sources. Original, in this research, does not pertain 

to the authenticity of the products.  Other respondents (162 out of 500) sell processed goods. 

Processing of goods usually occurs in businesses selling cooked products.  The rest (27 out of 500 

respondents) sell goods that are improved from their original form. Improvement of goods cover re-

packing or packaging, adding designs and flavors, or repairing.  

 Most respondents obtain their products from various places in Metro Manila. A few 

respondents get their products from neighboring provinces like Bulacan, Cavite and Rizal. One 

respondent said that the goods they sell are delivered from Davao. Commonwealth Market is where 

73 respondents get their products from. Other large supermarkets like Quiapo and Divisoria provide 

products for the informal livelihoods in Commonwealth Avenue. Other respondents get their 

products from other markets like Arranque Market in Manila, Baclaran, Balintawak Market, Caloocan 

Market, Dangwa, Qmart, Litex Market, Manggahan Market, San Simon Market, and Taytay Market. 

Most of the product sources are cottage industries and small-scale businesses. The quantity of goods 

obtained from source varies depending on the type of goods and business.  



3.1.3.3.4 Sales and Profit 

 Roughly a third of the respondents said that their minimum daily sale is less than 500.00 PhP. 

Seven respondents selling non-food items and a service provider  said that the least daily sale that 

they have had is 0.00 PhP. Minimum daily sales is 501.00 to 1,000.00 PhP for 105 respondents, and 

1,001.00 to 2,000.00 PhP for 102 respondents.  

 At the maximum, most informal livelihoods can earn more than 5,001.00 PhP. A lot of 

informal livelihood owners also said that their maximum daily sales is around 2,000.00 to 3,000.00 

PhP.  

On average, an informal business can earn 250.00 PhP up to 25,000.00 PhP. Roughly a fourth 

of the informal livelihoods earn 1,000.00 to 2,000.00 PhP per day. Overall, the average daily sales of 

informal livelihoods is 4,654.76 PhP. Mode is 2,000.00 PhP. Some portion of their daily sales are spent 

paying business space rental or replenishing their sold goods.  

According to the results, the average daily profit is 1,111.44 PhP. This is higher than the 

minimum daily wage in Metro Manila which is 500.00 PhP. However, roughly half of the respondents 

have a profit of less than 500.00PhP per day.  

 Table 19. Daily sales and profit 

 

 173  respondents do not pay business space rent. Others have to pay rental fee, “butaw” to be 

allowed to occupy a business space. In some cases, this is also an informal business.  Rental fee can 

range from 5.00 PhP up to 1,000.00 PhP per day. 90 respondents pay less than 100 per day.  

3.1.3.3.5 Seasonality: Factors affecting sales 

 Informal livelihood incomes vary depending on various factors. Some days are more 

favorable for some businesses than others. The most favorable season for all the businesses is 

Christmas season. Christmas season includes the -ber months starting September to December and 

sometimes extending up to early January. More respondents say that they earn more during 

weekends as most people are out. Weather is also a major factor for the income of informal 

livelihoods. With the exception of the umbrella sellers who earn more during the rainy season, 

summer or dry season favor other businesses. One reason is that some umbrella-scale businesses 

cannot display their goods when it is raining for the fear of damaging their products so they prefer 



to sell during the dry season. Other businesses, particularly those repair shops, said that more 

appliances like air conditioning units and electric fans overheat during hot summer months so they 

have more customers during these months. Beverages also sell more during hot days. Other 

businesses like cell phone repair are not seasonal. Similarly, the earnings of everyday items like eggs, 

cigarettes, and others do not vary based on season. Businesses selling cooked food are earning more 

during weekdays as they can cater to the students and employees on those days. Some non-food 

businesses earn ore during payday as people have money to spend on non-food items. School season 

including the back-to-school season, school-related events like JS Prom, graduation, Linggo ng Wika 

or United Nations favor the non-food businesses like shoes, uniforms, school supplies, and costumes. 

There are other factors affecting their sales like the clearing operations. Some respondents said that 

they do not earn as much on days with clearing operations. Service-oriented businesses targeting 

specific customers like notary services earn more during the first quarter because government 

requirements are needed during those months.   

Table 20. Favorable season 

  

3.1.4 Environment Dimension: Locational factors  

 3.1.4.1 Usual Locations 

 Informal livelihoods usually line roads, pathways, and sidewalks. They also occupy small 

spaces in parking lots and seek shade under a footbridge or tree. They are sometimes attached to 

walls or gates of larger business establishments. If fortunate, they occupy allotted business spaces.  



 

Figure 33. Flower vendor under a footbridge 

 

Figure 34. Vendor beside a footbridge 



 

Figure 35. Sidewalk vendor on a parking lot of a fast food chain  

 

Figure 36. Vendors on a small business space  



 

Figure 37. Vegetable vendor near Commonwealth Market 

 

Figure 38. Vegetable vendor along Commonwealth Road 



 

Figure 39. Cottage-scale business space 

3.1.4.2Informal Livelihood Distribution 

Informal livelihoods along Commonwealth avenue are distributed unevenly (Figure 40). 

Lower concentration (less than 10 points per 100 meter search radius) can be observed around 

Batasan Hills and Holy Spirit.  Higher density of informal livelihoods (11 to 34 points per 100 meter 

search radius) line the northern segment in Barangay Commonwealth. Most of these livelihoods 

occupy Litex Market and Commonwealth Market. On average, there are 14 informal livelihoods per 

100 meter search radius. The maximum density is 34 informal businesses per 100 meter search 

radius.  



 

Figure 40. Informal livelihoods density along Commonwealth Avenue 

  3.1.4.1.2 Cluster and Outlier Analysis 

The results of Anselin Local Moran's I analysis shows the informal livelihood clusters in red 

based on statistically evaluated distance from the road. These livelihoods cluster heavily around the 

Commonwealth Market and Litex Market. Low-level outliers occupy the frontiers of the highly-

clustered market areas. Low level clustering was observed at certain points along Commonwealth 

Avenue (shown in pink dots in Figure 41). Dark blue points highlight the outliers that stay away from 

the livelihood clusters.  



 

Figure 41. Informal livelihood clusters and outliers   

3.1.4.3 Reason for choosing that location 

According to the survey results, the distance from roads and highways is the leading factor 

for doing business in their chosen location. This reason could also be related to crowd size as the 

business owners associate the pathways to  crowd volume.  The availability of the business location 

and the crowd size follow the distance from roads and highways. Other factors also pertain to the 

proximity of the business to market place and to their homes.  



 

Figure 42. Considerations in choosing their business location 

3.1.4.4 Spatial Analysis 

 On average, informal livelihoods are 24 meters away from Commonwealth, and 82 meters 

away from bridge. They are more than 200 meters away from intersections, places of worship, 

convenience stores, bus stations, and transport terminals (Table 21). 

Table 21. Descriptive characteristics of the location of informal livelihoods in relation to roads, 

institutions, and larger business establishments 



 

3.1.4.4.1 Distance from Road 

On average, informal livelihoods stay close to the roads with an average distance from roads 

of 23.5 meters. The median and mode are both 20 meters and the standard deviation is 18 meters. 

This means that 20 meters is the most frequent distance of informal livelihoods from Commonwealth 

Avenue and that the standard distance of the values from the mean is 18 meters.  Maximum distance 

from roads is 125 meters. Distance from Commonwealth Avenue does not correlate well with 

informal livelihoods density (Pearson correlation value of 0.174). However, the positive correlation 

indicates that informal livelihoods tend to be denser with greater distance from Commonwealth 

Avenue.  

3.1.4.4.2 Distance from market 

Distance of informal livelihoods from supermarkets vary widely (range 2,685 meters). The 

average distance of informal livelihoods from supermarkets is 1,171 meters and the standard 

deviation is 586 meters. The median is 996 and the mode is 1091 meters. Distance from 

supermarkets has a negative moderate correlation (r-value of -0.441) with informal livelihoods 

density.  This indicates that informal livelihoods tend to be denser with closer distance from 

supermarkets. Anselin Cluster and outlier analysis support this computation as most informal 

livelihoods were shown to cluster around Commonwealth Market and Litex Market.  

3.1.4.4.3 Distance from house and mode of transport 

Two-thirds of the respondents said that their workplace is walking distance from where they 

live (Figure 43). Some of them even mentioned that they live where they work. Only a third of them 

said that they need to take transport vehicles, mainly tricycle and jeepney (Figure 44), to get from 

their houses to their workplaces.  



   

Figure 43. Nearness of home from business 

 

Figure 44. Mode of transport 

3.1.4.4.4 Distance from terminal  

The mean distance of informal livelihoods from transportation terminals is 225.9 meters. The 

median is 211.0 meters and the mode is 56.1 meters. The maximum distance from terminals is 723 

meters. There is a great variation of distances from terminals as the range is 720 meters. The Pearson 

correlation coefficient between distance from transport terminal and informal livelihoods density is 

-0.284 which is considered weak. This indicates that on some occasions, informal livelihoods become 

denser when they are near transport terminals.  

3.1.4.4.5 Distance from school 

While a few respondents said that they chose that business spot due to its proximity to 

schools, it appears that on the average, livelihoods are 353 meters away from schools. The median is 

302 and the mode is 123 meters. There is a moderate negative correlation  (Pearson Correlation 



coefficient = -0.453) between informal livelihoods and distance from schools. This indicates that 

Informal livelihoods become denser with less distance from schools.  

3.1.4.4.6 Distance from places of worship 

Similar to schools, informal livelihoods have a moderate negative correlation (r=-0.532) with 

distance from places of worship. Several informal livelihoods were observed selling candles, flowers, 

and religious items near churches along Commonwealth Avenue. Other businesses also target 

church-goers. These businesses earn more during Sundays. The average distance of informal 

livelihoods from places of worship is 206 meters. The median is 165 and mode is 116 meters.  

3.1.4.4.7 Distance from police station 

 The maximum distance of an informal livelihood from a police station is 2,005 meters. 

Informal livelihoods have an average of 454 meters distance from police stations. The median is 211 

meters and the mode is 258 meters.The density of informal livelihoods increases with decreasing 

distance from a police station (Pearson correlation coefficient = -0.652). This indicates that police are 

aware of the presence of informal livelihoods.  

3.1.4.4.8 Distance from bus station 

The farthest informal livelihood to a bus station is 927 meters away. Informal livelihoods 

have an average distance from bus stations of 286 meters, median of 219 meters and mode of 55 

meters.  With a Pearson Correlation coefficient of -0.427, the informal livelihoods increase in density 

with decreasing distance from bus stations. These informal livelihoods target the bus riders.  

3.1.4.4.9 Distance from convenience store 

Similar to the distance from bus stations, the farthest informal livelihood from a convenience 

store is roughly a kilometer away. The average distance of informal livelihoods from convenience 

stores is 286 meters.  However, there is a negative weak correlation between convenience stores and 

informal livelihoods.  

3.1.4.4.10 Distance from bridge 

As previously-mentioned, informal livelihoods often occupy the spaces under or over 

footbridges. They also tend to flock near one because they know that people pass-by footbridges to 

cross the vast width of Commonwealth Avenue. The farthest informal livelihood from a bridge is 265 

meters away. Informal businesses have an average distance from bridges of 81.8 meters, median of 

60.2 meters and mode of 52.2 meters. When correlated, distance from bridges correlate moderately 

well with a Pearson Correlation Coefficient of -0.371. This indicates denser informal livelihoods near 

bridges.  

3.1.4.4.11 Distance from intersection 

The average distance of an informal livelihood from the intersection is 282 meters. The 

Pearson Correlation value of -0.225 shows that livelihood density has a negative relationship with 

distance from intersection. This means that they tend to be near intersections. With median and 

mode of 247 and 483, respectively.  



3.2 Exposure to hazards 

3.2.1 Hazard identification 

 The respondents identified clearing operations as the leading hazard affecting their business. 

Please note that weeks before this survey was conducted, local ordinances on road obstruction 

clearing were imposed. During clearing operations, the vendors flee to save their products from 

confiscation. If the police catch them, they would lose their products. They usually hide behind 

establishments such as this fast food chain. On such occasions, they lose customers. One of the major 

limitations in their sector is the lack of a legal public space that is open for informal livelihood and 

prone to disturbances like clearing operations and demolitions.  

 

Figure 45. Hazards affecting the informal livelihoods 



 

Figure 46. Policemen conducting clearing operations along Commonwealth Avenue 

Due to monsoonal nature and location of the Philippines, the working conditions of informal 

livelihoods in an urban setting have subjected to hazards like rainfall. Aside from clearing operations, 

it is the second leading hazard experienced by the respondents as most of them are street vendors 

and stand in a small and fragile facility. For some, their products like accessories, furniture, machines, 

gadgets, food, footwear, clothes, and other products get damaged when rained on. Others said that 

they lose profit due to less customers. Others were inconvenienced by rain going inside their stores. 

Other sellers like umbrella sellers benefit from rain.  

Similar to clearing operations, a lot of respondents experienced demolition in their area. They 

are located near a major informal settlement in Metro Manila so a lot of these people have 

experienced demolitions.  

3.2.2 Business sensitivity  

 Respondents’ beliefs about their safety in their situation and location play a key role in their 

sensitivity to hazards. Overall, the respondents feel that their workplace and wider community is 

safe. On average, they gave a 4.06 out of 5 rating on safety with 5 indicating strong confidence of 

safety and 1 indicating low level of safety (Table 22). The respondents gave lower rates on disaster-

free and hazard-free community and workplace. They perceive lower safety levels in the wider 

community and in their workplaces at nighttime compared to daytime. Male perception of safety has 

no significant difference from female perception of safety based on the results of independent t-test.  

Table 22. Perception of Safety (5-high confidence of safety, 1-low level of safety) 



 

3.3 Adaptation and sustainability  
 

3.3.1 Vulnerabilities and Capacities  

 

3.3.1.1 Social and Physical Vulnerability 

 

In Commonwealth Avenue, a typical informal livelihood operator is a middle-aged mother 

with three children. She finished highschool and transferred to Quezon City from a neighboring 

province to look for an economic activity. As an informal livelihood operator, her profit hovers close 

to the minimum daily wage in Metro Manila after working for 12 to 15 hours a day for the entire 

week.  

Fatemi, et al., (2017) listed the social vulnerability indicators include age, gender, 

demographic attributes, socio-economic status, and educational attainment. As shown in the results 

of the survey, women tend to predominate men in the informal sector. This observation mimics 

global trends. According to Women in Informal Employment Globalizing and Organizing (WIEGO),  

the lowest ranks in hierarchy of earnings and poverty risk by employment status which includes the 

unpaid family workers, industrial outworkers or homeworkers and the informal wage workers are 

mostly women. These types of workers usually have low average earnings and high poverty risk. 

Aside from their low earnings, women tend to be vulnerable during disasters. Zein (2010) explained 

that women need to be supported more during rescue operations.  



 

Figure 47. WIEGO’s “Informal Employment Model” by earnings, poverty risk and gender  

According to Nguyen and James (2013), age has a factor in vulnerability of social groups and 

stated that children and old people are the most vulnerable to hazards because of their lack in 

resources and capacity to protect themselves. Survey results show that while there are informal 

livelihood workers below 18 years old and older than 60 years old, the typical age of informal 

livelihood worker is 43 years old which is less vulnerable than children and elderly.  

Based on the study of Striessnig et al. (2013), education enhances the resilience to climatic 

changes including increase in rainfall events. Most of the respondents have reached and finished 

highschool. Some of them even finished college. This suggests better adaptive capacity during 

disasters.  

3.3.1.2 Coping and adaptation capacities 

 Overall, during disasters, Most respondents suspend work or avoid the disasters (Table 23). 

Others choose to transfer location. A small proportion does not mind the hazard. A few respondents 

seek assistance and try an alternative product.  

Males and females have no significant difference in some means of coping with a hazard. 

There is no significant difference between males and females in not minding the hazard (p-value = 

0.783).  Both male and female tend to suspend work (p-value = 0.983), avoid the hazard (p-value = 

0.108), and seek assistance (p-value = 0.922).  On the other hand, there is a significant difference 

between men and women when it comes to transferring location to cope with hazards. There is a 

greater tendency for males to transfer location than females. More males also try selling an 

alternative product to cope with a hazard than females.  



Table 23. Ways of coping (all respondents, males, and females) and p-values results from 

independent t-test 

 

 Adaptive and coping capacities is the “ability of a system to adjust to impacts of climate 

change (including the hazards mentioned), to moderate potential damages, to take advantage of 

opportunities, or to cope with the consequences (IPCC, 2007).” These include the need of the 

respondents like loans (microfinance), technical support, marketing strategy, training facilities, 

infrastructures (e.g. stalls), mobile cart and microinsurance. 

 Based on the survey results, there is no significant difference in the help needed by males and 

females. More than half of the respondents said that the help they need is in getting a loan because 

16% borrowed capital from relatives or friends and the other 16% borrowed money from ⅚. Roughly 

half of the respondents said that they need infrastructure which refers to business space “pwesto.” 

Other respondents specified their needs which include financial assistance from the government, 

employment, CCTV, end of clearing operations, seminar on alternative business, ease strict 

regulations, relocation, housing, and cheaper business space rent.  

Table 24. Help needed (all respondents, males, and females and p-values result from independent t-

test) 

  

3.3.2 Strategies sustaining their livelihoods 

According to Frankenberger,, a livelihood is sustainable “when it can cope with and recover 

from the stresses and shocks and maintain or enhance its capabilities and assets both now and in the 

future without undermining the natural resource base.” Based on British Department for 



International Development (DFID) Sustainable Livelihood Framework (2000), the interaction of 

livelihood assets and transforming structures and processes determines the livelihood or coping 

strategies that one is using to facilitate the adverse effects of impacts of hazards to accomplish the 

desired livelihood outcomes which are more income, increased well-being, reduced vulnerability, 

improved food security and more sustainable use of natural resource base. 

 

The Philippines Sustainable Livelihood Program, a policy note from World Bank, through the 

implementation of the Sustainable Livelihood Program (SLP) since 2011, provides and expands 

access to employment and livelihood opportunities for vulnerable households into sustainable 

livelihoods and financial growth. 

3.3.3 The role of institutions -  

 Social help and networks are used to take advantage of socially constructed rules, 

organisations or relationships. These can be microfinance loans, technical support, marketing 

strategy, training facilities, and physical structures like infrastructures and mobile cart. Social 

protection which includes GSIS, SSS, Philhealth, 4Ps and Micro-insurance have important roles to play 

to refinance the businesses that have been affected by the hazards.  

As a lot of the informal livelihoods are not registered and some are operating outside the law, 

they have limited access to the protection offered by social and legal institutions (Indon, 2002). 

Overall, more respondents have PhilHealth and SSS (Table 25) and a greater percentage of male 

respondents have these two social protection insurance. Others are 4P’s beneficiaries and have GSIS. 

A small number of the respondents have microinsurance.  

Table 25. Social protection (all, male and female respondents) 



 

 Aside from government and micro-insurance, cooperatives also play a role in financing and 

supporting informal livelihood operators. However, fewer informal livelihood operators (less than 

10%) have memberships in cooperatives.  

 

Conclusion and Recommendations 
 This study describes the social, economic, legal, and physical dimensions of informal 

livelihoods along Commonwealth Avenue. The social backgrounds of the informal livelihood 

operators influence their vulnerabilities as well as their coping and adaptive capacities. In addition, 



the business’ legality which can be inferred from their lack of trade name and business registration 

is an important factor in their business’ sustainability and protection.  

Most respondents claimed that clearing operations pose greater threat to their business. The 

livelihoods formed several adaptive measures to combat this threat. Informal businesses rely greatly 

on social relations during clearing operations. They are sensitive to the movement of other vendors 

and to the warning coming from other vendors whenever authorities are coming. They also use 

portable displays that they can easily hide away whenever the officers come. Others chose places free 

of clearing operations. 

 In choosing a business space, the major factor the informal livelihood operators consider is 

proximity. They tend to position in open spaces near roads and key locations such as churches, 

schools, bridges, intersections, and others. However, social relations also play a role in finding a 

business space. They choose a business space recommended by other people. For other people, they 

stick to the business space where they have established their relationships with their ‘suki’.    

 Seasons affect the informal livelihoods a lot. Their profit depends on seasons. Seasons dictate 

the influx of customers. Hence, their livelihoods fluctuate throughout the year. Further studies would 

be helpful to reveal the fluctuations in informal livelihood income throughout the year.  

 Informal livelihoods play an important role in the economic vitality in the area. This gives 

people an alternative source of income. It also distributes goods from the formal sector to more 

consumers.  

 One way to sustain and stabilize their livelihoods is through cooperatives. Cooperatives can 

help finance their livelihoods and at the same time help regulate and protect the operators. Once the 

informal livelihoods have become more stable, then they can tap other institutions.  

 

References 
 

Cecilia, Ernie. 2018. Social Protection in the Informal Economy. Philippine Institute for 

Development Studies. https://pids.gov.ph/pids-in-the-news/2283. Accessed 28 

February 2020. 

Fatemi F, Ardalan A, Aguirre B, Mansouri N, Mohammadfam I. Constructing the Indicators of 

Assessing Human Vulnerability to Industrial Chemical Accidents: A Consensus-

based Fuzzy Delphi and Fuzzy AHP Approach. PLOS Currents Disasters. 2017 Apr 

10 . Edition 1. doi: 10.1371/currents.dis.526884afe308f8876dce69c545357ecd. 

Frankenberger, T. R. (n.d.) A brief overview of sustainable livelihoods approaches. February 

24, 2020, from http://www.fao.org/3/X9371e/x9371e22.htm 

https://pids.gov.ph/pids-in-the-news/2283
https://pids.gov.ph/pids-in-the-news/2283
http://www.fao.org/3/X9371e/x9371e22.htm
http://www.fao.org/3/X9371e/x9371e22.htm


Ghosh, T., Anderson, S., Powell, R. L., Sutton, P. C., & Elvidge, C. D. (2009). Estimation of 

Mexico’s Informal Economy and Remittances Using Nighttime Imagery. Remote 

Sensing, 1(3), 418–444. https://doi.org/10.3390/rs1030418 

Jovsha, Joshua & Amy Meyer. 2015. The Informal Economy and Sustainable Livelihoods. The 

Journal of the Helen Zusman Foundaion, 75, 33-37. 

Indon, Reginald M. The Philippine Urban Informal Sector. Philippine Studies, Vol. 50, No. 1, 

113-129. 2002. 

International Labor Organization (ILO). Informal economy in the Philippines (ILO in the 

Philippines). (n.d.). Retrieved February 5, 2020, from 

https://www.ilo.org/manila/areasofwork/informal-economy/lang--en/index.htm 

IPCC. (2007) Climate Change 2007: Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability. Contribution of 

Working Group II to the Fourth Assessment. Report of the Intergovernmental Panel 

on Climate Change. 

Kawarazuka, Nozomi, Christophe Bene, and Gordon Prain. 2017. Adapting to a new 

urbanizing environment: gendered strategies of Hanoi’s street food vendors. 

Environment and Urbanization, Vol. 30(1): 233-248. 

Mica, Adriana, Jan Winczorek, Rafał Wiśniewski. 2015. Sociologies of Formality and Informality. 

Peter Lang Edition. 

Nguyen, K., & James, H. (2013). Measuring Household Resilience to Floods: A Case Study in 

the Vietnamese Mekong River Delta. Ecology and Society, 18(3). 

https://doi.org/10.5751/ES-05427-180313 

Serrat, O. (2017). The Sustainable Livelihoods Approach. In O. Serrat (Ed.), Knowledge 

Solutions: Tools, Methods, and Approaches to Drive Organizational Performance 

(pp. 21–26). Springer. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-10-0983-9_5 

Singh, Gayatri and Gadgil, Gauri. 2017. Navigating Informality: Perils and Prospects in Metro 

Manila’s Slums. World Bank. Washington DC. License: Creative Commons 

Attribution CC BY 3.0 IGO. Retrieved February 5, 2020, from 

http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/564861506978931790/Navigating-Informality-

Metro-Manila-7-26-17web.pdf 

Striessnig, E., Lutz, W., & Patt, A. (2013). Effects of Educational Attainment on Climate Risk 

Vulnerability. Ecology and Society, 18(1). https://doi.org/10.5751/ES-05252-

180116 

The Philippines Sustainable Livelihood Program: Providing and expanding access to 

employment and livelihood opportunities. (n.d.). Retrieved February 28, 2020, from 

https://www.ilo.org/manila/areasofwork/informal-economy/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/manila/areasofwork/informal-economy/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/manila/areasofwork/informal-economy/lang--en/index.htm
https://doi.org/10.5751/ES-05427-180313
https://doi.org/10.5751/ES-05427-180313
https://doi.org/10.5751/ES-05427-180313
http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/564861506978931790/Navigating-Informality-Metro-Manila-7-26-17web.pdf
http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/564861506978931790/Navigating-Informality-Metro-Manila-7-26-17web.pdf
http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/564861506978931790/Navigating-Informality-Metro-Manila-7-26-17web.pdf
http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/564861506978931790/Navigating-Informality-Metro-Manila-7-26-17web.pdf
https://doi.org/10.5751/ES-05252-180116
https://doi.org/10.5751/ES-05252-180116
https://doi.org/10.5751/ES-05252-180116


https://socialprotection.org/discover/publications/philippines-sustainable-

livelihood-program-providing-and-expanding-access 

  

 

 

APPENDIX  

Survey Questionnaire 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


